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shot the suggestion that her evidence was biased. " Of
course, you are engaged as assistant matron at this precious
orphanage ? ** he sneered. ec Oh, no/' replied the lady, with
the utmost sweetness, " Mr. Cotton dispensed with my
services some time ago,5*
The Ulster Jury was not, however, to be confounded like
the men of Kildare. Carson found himself addressing a
different and peculiarly unresponsive audience : their faces
were not eloquent with emotion like those of the Southern
Irish. The aspect of the jury told him nothing of what they
intended to do. The stolid Ulster jury could not know that
this tall Southerner who had been addressing them would
live to be their beloved leader, who would never cc ask them
to do what he would not do himself9* ; nor could he know
that he was addressing an audience of what were to be u his
own people." Nor would that Ulster jury, had it been gifted
with such vision into the future, have been deflected from
their duty by political considerations of that kind : at all
events they retired, and, after a considerable consultation,
they found Cotton guilty on all the counts.
After the verdict was announced, an incident occurred
which was long recounted and discussed on the North-
Eastern Circuit. As the Chief Baron was about to speak,
Mr. Carson asked to be heard. " My lord/' he said, " with
great reluctance, but under a deep sense of the duty I owe
my client, I submit that in trying this case as it stands on the
indictment, your lordship has been all along acting ultra
vires : your lordship has, in fact, no jurisdiction."
A great sensation was produced in Court, Had Carson
foiled the canny Ulster jurymen after all, and, by keeping a
point of law till the end, rendered the verdict null and
void ? At all events, how could he dare to challenge the very
jurisdiction of the great Lord Chief Baron, after he had
patiently tried the case for two days ! He went on to argue
that the indictment drawn for the Belfast jury was not
identical with that drawn for the Kildare jury : and how
could you have a change of venue except on an identical
indictment ? As a matter of fact, the Kildare indictment, in
passing through the Attorney-General's office in, Dublin, had